Imaging and Aesthetics by Marsh, Allison
University of South Carolina
Scholar Commons
Section 2: Imaging the Microscopic Imaging the Invisible
2012
Imaging and Aesthetics
Allison Marsh
University of South Carolina - Columbia, marsha@mailbox.sc.edu
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/imm_section2
Part of the Arts and Humanities Commons, Biochemistry, Biophysics, and Structural Biology
Commons, Bioinformatics Commons, Biology Commons, Biotechnology Commons, Cell and
Developmental Biology Commons, Chemistry Commons, Engineering Commons, Laboratory and
Basic Science Research Commons, Library and Information Science Commons, Medicine and
Health Sciences Commons, and the Microbiology Commons
This Book is brought to you by the Imaging the Invisible at Scholar Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Section 2: Imaging the Microscopic
by an authorized administrator of Scholar Commons. For more information, please contact dillarda@mailbox.sc.edu.
Recommended Citation
Marsh, Allison, "Imaging and Aesthetics" (2012). Section 2: Imaging the Microscopic. 3.
https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/imm_section2/3
I M A G I N G  
A E S T H E T I C S
A B C
Images of the microscopic are as old as the microscope itself. 
Robert Hooke’s engravings of the miniature world in Micrographia 
captivated popular imagination in 1665. Hooke’s appeal was not 
simply due to his calculated renderings of a magnified louse or 
plant cell; his images were also beautiful.
Hooke’s depictions reflect the numerous decisions scientists make 
in determining the aesthetics of images. Preparing the microscopy 
sample, positioning the angle of the microscope lens, or selecting 
the appropriate level of resolution all constitute choices that affect 
the appearance and integrity of an image.
In making these aesthetic decisions, where does scientific imaging 
end and artistic representation begin?
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